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MAY 23. 197S 


To (some op) my EAC friends: 

I AM PRIVILEGED TO ANNOUNCE THAT I HAVE JUST ACQUIRED A VIRTUALLY COM¬ 


PLETE VARIETY SET OF EARLY CENTS, 1793“1 g 1^« 

Varieties missinq: 15»1Sa,33.37.39.79.217. 

NIC' 8 included: 96/1, 97/5. 01/1 * 02/1, 0 3 /1• 

Grades run from Fair through MS, most coins VG-VF, some rarities lower, 
as you might expect. 

In disposing of this collection, I WOULD like to operate as much as 

POSSIBLE ON A WANT LIST BASIS, RATHER THAN SIMPLY PUT THE LOT UP FOR GRABS. 

My COAL WILL BE TO “SPREAD THE WEALTH* 1 WHEREVER I CAN, AND TRY TO ENABLE EACH 
COLLECTOR TO ACQUIRE ONE OR MORE COIN8 OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO HIM. 

Therefore, I invite you to send me your want list of both missing varieties 

AND UPGRADES. IF THERE ARE VARIETIES And/or GRADES THAT YOU ARE ESPECIALLY 
INTERESTED IN, PLEA8E INCLUDE THIS INFORMATION. UNFORTUNATELY, THE SET CON¬ 
TAINS only one each of s-1 6,4S, 66,95.96»124 (l44^ 178 ,(193^) 264,272 , etc •, so I 

MAY NOT BE ABLE TO PLEASE EVERYBODY. THE MORE EXTENSIVE AND DETAILED YOUR 
WANT LIST, THE BETTER CHANCE I HAVE TO SUPPLY YOU WITH A FEW NEW CENTS FOR 
YOUR COLLECTION. 


Yours in EAC, 



l 
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1794. Sheldon-48 [Rarity-5]. Hays-8. Double dentil left of 
1; Starred reverse. Very Good 7, although the sharpness is 
that of a Fine 12 coin, there are some very prominent dents 
upon the face, neck, and the field directly below the chin; 
some light edge nicks are visible on both sides, none really 
disfiguring nor detract too much. Light reddish brown sur¬ 
faces with tan highlights, the reverse somewhat darker 
toned. The present example falls outside of the revised Con¬ 
dition Census, being tied with a small handful of pieces in 
similar grade, all somewhere around sixteenth finest, of ap¬ 
proximately forty-five specimens estimated to exist today. 
This is a distinctive type coin, and is the most famous of 
all of the 1794 large cent varieties, and the most coveted 
of all large cents. Without any question, hesitation, or doubt, 
this will be one of the most fought-over varieties in the en¬ 
tire collection. 

State III: Reverse die buckled In a straight line from EN through 
ON to the second T in STATES to the rim; the legend at the right 
border is also weakened. Ex American Numismatic Society 
duplicate [New Netherlands Coin Co., Thirtieth sale. May 20, 
1950], lot 369, Willard C. Blaisdell, Robert S. Carter, Jr., Del Bland. 

This famous variety was discovered in either 1876 or 1877 by 
Henry Chapman, who was examining a lot of previously unat¬ 
tributed 1794 large cents with his brother, Samuel Hudson Chap¬ 
man. Dr. Edward Maris was standing between them, witnessed 
the discovery, and confirmed that the variety had been formerly 

unknown. _ 

This "Starred Reverse" die actually began life as a mate to 
Sheldon-63 [the popular "Fallen 4" variety], then reground, 
repunched, and drastically altered, with ninety-four stars added 
at the border, some of which are partly overlapped by the den- , 
tils. We can only conjecture today that the reason for this added 
decoration on the die was to commemorate, In some unknown / 
way, the year 1794, as the number of stars exactly equalled the/ 
last two digits In the datel __ 
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